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Various definitions of empathy and connected social cognitive abilities 

The definition proposed by Cuff, Brown, Taylor, Howat (2014) seemed useful to us:
“Empathy is an emotional response (affective), dependent upon the interaction between trait capacities and state influences. Empathic processes are automatically elicited but are also shaped by top-down control processes. The resulting emotion is similar to one’s perception (directly experienced or imagined) and understanding (cognitive empathy) of the stimulus emotion, with recognition that the source of the emotion is not one’s own.”

Self-report vs. performance-based measures

· Using more than one technique to measure similar concepts will advance our knowledge on measures’ reliability
· Social Desirability can become a problem when using explicit measures. Two potential ways of dealing with this: 1. “Misguide” participants in experiments (ethics!) or 2. use implicit measures or measures robust to social desirability answering. 
· It would be helpful to invest time to develop or test implicit/robust measures

Empathy with (literary) characters and real life behaviour

· Does it translate (to groups or people perceived as similar)? 
· How could it translate, which kind of behaviours? 
· How could we measure these? 


Conclusion: A lot of open questions; more research needed! 

